^8                                             IBN KHALLIKAN'S

He who composed these lines was led to do so because they (the Fdtimide sove-
reigns] pretended to possess the knowledge of every thing hidden from man; the
anecdotes told of them, on this subject, are well known.    Abu 'r-Rakamak Ahmad
Ibn Muhammad al-Antaki (vol. L p. 116) composed, in praise of al-Aziz, a kasida
of which the eulogistic part is remarkably well turned.    The kingdom of this sove-
reign surpassed in extent that of his father; (his generals) conquered for him Emessa,
Hamat, Aleppo, Shaizar and, in the month of Muharram, 382 (March-April, A. D.
992), the khotba was pronounced for him, at Mosul, by Abu Duwad Muhammad
Ibn al-Musaiyab al-Okaili, the brother of al-Mukallad Ibn al-Musaiyab (p. 415 of
this vol.] and the sovereign of that city and its territory.    The name of al-Aziz was
there inscribed on the coinage and the standards; the khotba was said for him (even)
in Yemen.   He continued to enjoy his greatness till the year 386 ; having then set
out for Syria, he was taken ill at Bilbais, in one of the last ten days of the month of
Rajab (August, A, D. 996).    His indispositioii sometimes augmented and sometimes
diminished; on Sunday, the 25th of Ramadan, he got on horseback, at Bilbais, and
rode to the bath, from which he proceeded to the lodgings occupied by the ustdd
Abu '1-Futuh Barjawan (vol. L p. 253), the same who was the keeper of his treasury
at al-Kasr (the citadel of Cairo).    He stopped there and, on the next morning,
Monday, he felt his sufferings increase, and their violence continued till Tuesday
morning.    His disorder was the stone accompanied with pains in the bowels.    He
then sent for the kddi^ Muhammad Ibn an-Noman (3) and Abu Muhammad al-Hasan
ibn Ammar the Ketamian, surnamed Aniin ad-Dawla (the warden of the empire).
This officer was the first native of Maghrib who bore an honorary title (4).    He was
the shaikh and commander of the Ketamian troops.    Al-Aziz, having recommended
to the care of these officers the interests of his son al-Hakim (p. 449 of this vol.),
sent for the latter and conversed with him on the same subject.    Though his illness
continued to increase, he remained in the bath and, on quitting it, he expired.
This took place on Tuesday, the 28th of Ramadan, 386 (14th Oct. A. D. 996), in
the interval between the two after-noon prayers.    Such is the account given by al-
Musabbihi.   According to the author of the history of Kairawan, the physician pre-
scribed to al-Aziz a potion, to be taken on entering into the bath, but it \vas wrongly
made up and the prince died on drinking it.    His death was not kept secret, even for
single hour, and his son, al-Hakim, was immediately established in his place.    On
the morning of Wednesday, when the inhabitants of Cairo heard of this event, they